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ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

August 24, 2023
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Michael Joiner, at 9:57 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:
	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Michael Joiner
	Ellis Bourque
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Julie Richard-Spencer -Legal Counsel

	Rickey Fabra
	Joseph Maranto
	DaKacia York
	Dana Columbo 

	Carl Bourgeois
	Richard Paulk 
	Diana Cutrer
	DJ Berger

	John Marcade
	Leon Molinaro 
	Kaci Day
	Roy Young 

	Doyle(Lynn) Solly
	Aubrey Brand 
	Kayleigh Smith 
	Crystal Carter

	Vincent Giglio III 
	Michael Eilers 
	Latasha Stills
	Catherine Vincent 

	Terry Smith
	Wayne LaFleur 
	Blaine Matte
	Jason Fontenot

	
	Trey Blackall 
	Glen Gremillion
	Greg DeVeer

	
	Todd Billiot 
	Jim York
	Jay Huckabee

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Ronald Barrios

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Michael Harrison 

	
	
	William Easterling
	Margharita Orsot

	
	
	Fred Fontenot 
	 

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Terry Smith
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL: Diana Cutrer
PRESENTATIONS

NONE
ADOPTION OF AGENDA



MOTION: 
TO ADD TWO NEW ITEMS TO NEW BUSINESS. 
ITEM D., HEARTLAND CREDIT CARD THIRD-PARTY CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR & 
ITEM E., ARKANSAS PLUMBING BOARD RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT
 


MOTION:
JOHNNIE MARCADE



SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA




MOTION: 
CARRIED
MOTION:      TO ADOPT THE MAY, 11,2023 AGENDA.
MOTION:
JOHNNIE MARCADE
SECOND:      RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:      CARRIED 
SPECIAL BUSINESS
NONE
ENFORCEMENT
Enforcement Appeal – Michael Harrison 
Mr. Harrison is requesting to appeal his violation.  
MOTION:      TO WAIVE THE ENFORCEMENT FEE. 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:      VINCENT GIGLIO III
MOTION:      CARRIED 

Enforcement Appeal –Ronald Barrios
Mr. Barrios is requesting to appeal his violation.  
MOTION: 
TO REDUCE THE ENFORCEMENT FEE TO HALF, FROM $500 to $250.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO III 
SECOND:      RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:      CARRIED 
Enforcement—John Trahan 

Mr. Trahan was called before the Board for Case # 10908 and Case #11110 due to noncompliance and continuing to perform the art of plumbing. Mr. Trahan was not present. 

MOTION:      TO REQUEST THE SPBLA LEGAL TEAM SEND A DEMAND LETTER AND IF NO RESPONSE FROM THAT LETTER, THEN AN INJUCTION WILL BE FILED. 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 
SECOND:      JOHNNIE MARCADE
MOTION:      CARRIED 

COMMITTEE REPORT

A. CPE Committee—Michael Joiner 
The CPE Committee met with Ms. Margharita Orsot from LA Plumbing Institute. She is requesting to become a CPE Provider. The committee asked in a previous meeting that she provide a list of locations to make sure she met all the regions required. She did provide that to the committee. The committee’s recommendation to the Board is to approve that LA Plumbing Institute become a Provider in 2024.    

B. WSPS Committee—Michael Joiner
The WSPS Committee met and started looking at some ideas on how to move forward. The committee made a motion to meet with the IAPMO in July. The committee met with IAPMO to inform the committee of the standards and requirements of IAPMO. The committee will meet again in September to line out something to bring to the Board for a vote.

MOTION:      TO REQUEST TO APPOINT LEON MOLINARO TO THE WSPS COMMITTEE.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO III 
SECOND:      RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:      CARRIED 
C. Building Committee—Vincent Giglio III
The Building Committee is in a bit of a holding pattern. I believe based on a meeting  Rickey had with the CPA that the building on Florida Avenue building is really off the table due to repairs needed. The committee asked Ashley Jones to do a cost analysis of the South Choctaw building which is still available because the other deal fell through. The cost analysis was performed based on all the income revenue from the lease that is active on that building which seems to put it in the price point. The building committee needs to meet with the CPA to present the cost analysis for that building to see if it is feasible or not before we can go to the next steps. 

MOTION:     TO PRESENT THE COST ANALYSIS TO THE CPA FOR FURTHER EVALUATION OF THE SOUTH CHOCTAW BUILDING.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO III 
SECOND:      CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:      CARRIED 
    D.    Exam Committee— Vincent Giglio III
The exam committee has no new action. There is still some discussion about the ICC code books with the amendments. The Board did not want to move forward with the Board version of that exam, but I think that there may be outside interest of this Board in producing this book. The committee’s questions for legal would be if ICC produced the book with the Louisiana amendments that’s already approved that the book and the LA amendments are permitted in the exam, so I am assuming that the books are permitted if it is all in one? 
Legal—If you have approved that the book can be brought into the exam and you decide to add to the book, then yes, it is all-encompassing. The only way is if someone makes the motion that the book cannot be brought into the exam. It will continue as it is until the Board moves otherwise.

Vincent Giglio III- Also, the committee is looking into the proctor procedures for the next meeting.  

Carl Bourgeois- I know that we realize that this building is limiting us to exam capacity, but have we considered looking for an alternate site like we have done in Shreveport with computer exams? 

MOTION:      TO REQUEST FINDING A SECOND FACILITY IN  

 BATON ROUGE WITH COMPUTERS FOR EXAMS. 
MOTION:
 CARL BOURGEOIS 
SECOND:       TERRY SMITH
MOTION:       CARRIED 
PREVIOUS MINUTES

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE MAY 11,2023 & JULY 26,2023 MINUTES AS RECORDED. 



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA


MOTION: 
CARRIED
FINANCIAL REPORT

A. Financial Report – Rickey Fabra

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS RECORDED.


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
VINCENT GIGLIO III


MOTION:
CARRIED

ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Advisory Committee's Vice-chairman, Mr. Joe Maranto reported. Nothing needs to  

be moved on just a couple of questions,
1. On the tradesman license, the committee had some discussion and wanted clarification on the definition of the tradesman vs. what’s allowed. The definition states they can do repairs only. Also, they can be put on the construction site and not be part of the 2:1 ratio and they have to be under the supervision of a Journeyman. Is that in the definition or is that how it's being enforced? 

Ashley Tullier responded—a Tradesman can do repairs on his own up to a two-family dwelling. That definition will not say that he can go to a job site, but it does not exclude him. That’s not the definition, which automatically means that he is able to be on the job site. He is only essentially held to that specific definition when he is working on his own doing repairs up to a two-family dwelling. The tradesman is not included in the 2:1 ratio due to the Federal Law stating that the ratio is Journey to Apprentice. No law defines a ratio for tradesmen. 

Rickey Fabra responded: Also, for a point of clarification for the industry that applies, but if it is a Davis-Bacon project that’s federally funded, there is no classification on those projects for a Tradesman. 

2. A discussion on enforcement and the main thing was we got a lot of people out there and we know how hard it is to catch them that’s not licensed doing service work, they are in and out quickly. We tell contractors, and customers that if they see something say something turn it in to the Plumbing Board, and make a relationship with your enforcement officer, but the main thing is we have a lot of online advertising going on that does not have license numbers on it as it should be, and we know they are not licensed. The committee would like to know if there is anything that can be done more to focus on online advertising to catch these people before they get on the job site. That completes the advisory report.  

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT

                   The enforcement officers each gave their individual reports.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
The Executive Director, Ms. Ashley Tullier, reported an update to the trade on ACT 152. Most of the items except for the repair companies of ACT152 took effect on August 1st. A repair company can continue to file to become a repair company until January 1, 2024. Come January 1, 2024, though a sunset period to test to become a Master Plumber will be in place and still allow them to run their repairs business during that time. 

As of this morning, since August 1st there have been approximately 67 unindentured apprentices registered to the Board bringing the total of apprentices in the State of Louisiana to 712. All forms for both the unindentured and indentured apprentices have been updated and are live. Also, the tradesman hour changes took effect on August 1st and those forms have been updated on our website to reflect such. 
As you all are aware the Board moved that once ACT 152 became effective, we would immediately move towards the hour changes for the journeyman licenses and natural gas licenses, along with other items that the Board has already moved on. We are currently executing those regulatory changes. I have supplied the Board with a schedule of events that are required prior to the rules becoming effective. We should anticipate that those regulatory changes should take effect in December or January. Our staff will be diligently working on all literature and documents required for that rule change and will be ready in-house for those changes. There are a number of items on the agenda that will be reporting on but this concludes my report currently. 

OLD BUSINESS

A.) CPE PROVIDER APPLICATION-LA PLUMBING ISTITUTE, LLC
 PC: 

NONE
MOTION:
TO ACCEPT LA PLUMBING INSTITUE, LLC AS A NEW CPE PROVIDER FOR 2024.

 MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

 SECOND:
TERRY SMITH 

 MOTION:
CARRIED
B.) EXAM REPORTS

                    1.)  JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) JULY 8, 2023-- KEVIN BROWN

b.) JULY 15, 2023—MICHAEL JOINER

c.) AUGUST 19, MICHAEL JOINER  

                     2.)   MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS 
a.) JUNE 20, 2023--JOHNNIE MARCADE
b.) JUNE 24, 2023—VINCENT GIGLIO III
-One issue of codes for the computer exam was not working at first  

 and there was a delay in start time but was not deducted from the  

 total exam time.  

 The issue was resolved.  
c.) AUGUST 1, 2023—JOHNNIE MARCADE

d.) AUGUST 5, 2023—  

         3.)   NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION


a.) JUNE 3, 2023—JAY HUCKABEE

b.) JUNE 10, 2023—VINCENT GIGLIO III

c.) JULY 22, 2023—MICAHEL JOINER

         4.)   MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) MAY 13, 2023—JAKE CAUSEY

b.) MAY 30, 2023—JOHNNIE MARCADE

c.) JUNE 14,2023—JOHNNIE MARCADE

d.) AUGUST 12, 2023—RICKEY FABRA 

          5.)   TRADESMAN EXAMINATION

a.) JUNE 28, 2023—ASHLEY TULLIER

b.) JULY 29, 2023—MICHAEL JOINER
NEW BUSINESS
A.) EMERALD GARDENS-PROPOSAL
PC:

NONE

MOTION: 
TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR REMOVING THE LARGE SHRUBS.  
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO III  

SECOND: 
JOHNNIE MARCADE
MOTION: 
CARRIED

B.) NITC-EXAM PROPOSAL
PC: 

NONE 

MOTION: 
TO ACCEPT OPTIONS #1 AND #3 WITH A REQUEST FOR REBID FOR OPTION  #2 WITH SCRAMBLING OF THE 2021 CODE EXAM AND TO ACCEPT THE BID IF IT MEETS THE BUDGET REQUIREMENTS. 
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO III 
SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION: 
CARRIED
C.) POSTAGE METER-LEASE UPGRADE
PC: 

NONE
MOTION:  
TO ACCEPT THE LEASE UPGRADE  


MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED

D.) HEARTLAND-3RD PARTY CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR
PC: 

NONE
MOTION: 
TO EXTEND THE LATE FEES TO START APRIL 1, 

       
2024. ACCEPT THE ONE-YEAR CONTRACT AND 

       
ACCEPT THE ABSORPTION OF PAYING OUT THE    

FEES ON THE CREDIT CARD PROCESS BY THE BOARD. AND TO NOT ACCEPT AMERICAN EXPRESS & DISCOVER CREDIT CARDS 
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED

E.) ARKANSAS PLUMBING BOARD RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT

PC: 

NONE
MOTION:  
TO SEND THE REQUEST TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE 


MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO III
SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED
DATES FOR THE 2023 BOARD MEETING
December 14th
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
TO ADJOURN THE ANNUAL BOARD MEETING AT 11:26 AM
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  
SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Michael Joiner, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

